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Rppreciation of Martyred Deminers 



Martyred Deminer Sheen Gul 

Sheen Gul s/o Mohammad Alam was born in 
1963 in Tawakh village, Panjsheir district, Par- 
wan province. 

In early childhood he persued religious learning 
in the local mosque till he reached school age. 

Even at childhood he was smart, talented and in- 
terested in acquiring knowledge. He used to well 
listen any instruction given to him and then per- 
form it with due care. 

When he got enrolled in grade one of the primary 
school of the village he studied the lessons with 
great interest. His behaviour toward instructors, 
colleagues and classmates was very polite. 

In spite of all economic constraints of the family 
he continued schooling and graduated from the 
twelfth grade. He wished to go to the university 
but because the politico-military conditions of the 
country worsened Sheen Gul chose to join the 
Mujahedeen anc- fight with the aggressive enemy 
for the freedom of his motherland. He well 
fought in this way and acquired good fame 
among his colleagues. 

In 1984 Sheen Gul took refuge in Peshawar, Pa- 
kistan. But still he used to go inside his country 



and fight with the enemies of his homeland. 

As soon as the aggressive enemy retreated and re- 
turned home and when after a decade of oppres- 
sion and barbarism of the Soviet regime and their 
puppets Afghans freed their sacred land Sheen 
Gul intended to change his front. On 13.8.91 he 
offered his request for joining ATC as deminer 
in order to serve his nation through clearing the 
soil of his country of mines. He knew that during 
the many years of the undeclared war imposed by 
the aggressive Soviets on Afghans more than 
20.000 innocent Afghan children as well as civil- 
ian men and women were killed and a lariicr 
number of the same were maimed by the mines 
mosdy laid by Soviet troops. 

On the reason that devoted Sheen Gul had already 
completed demining courses he was recruited as 
deminer in ATC Demining Team No. 2. For 
some time he served in different areas and sue- 
ceeded in discovering and destroying these 
hidden enemies. Unfortunately, on 5. 12.91 when 
he and the other member of his party were en- 
gaged in discovering a land mine this hidden ene- 
my attacked first and exploded. This sudden ex- 
plosion severely injured Sheen Gul who then 
died soon. 

May His Soul Rest In Peace. 



At the meeting, arranged in form of an orientation 
seminar, ATC Director spoke on humanitarian as- 
pects of the UN mine clearance organizations in 
Afghanistan, especially ATC, as well as ATC 
aims, procedures, and work system of the flails 
with which the Afuhans were nut familiar 
enough. In a part of his speech he said, "As our 
Moslem fellow-contrymen are openly confronted 
with enemies of our nation and religion another 
secret foe lies in ambush. This hidden enemy, 
stays in residential area, agricultural/grazing land 
and routes. You elders and leaders of Jehad must 
co-operate to pave the way for security of the 
Afghans and Foreigners who have accepted to 
work here and clear the area of mines. 

At close of the meeting the inhabitants of the area 
appreciated the programme and promised full 
support for the project. 

Activities of the Flail Project : 

From Aug. 29, 1990 to September 1991 the pro- 
ject cleared a total 356472 sqm. area, including 
agricultural land and road, in different parts of 
Pakitika provuice. The number of ami-personnel 
and anti-tank mines discovered and destroved 
during these mine clearance operations was 38 
and 288 respectively. 

At the end of Sep. 1991 the flails needed repair 
and were therefore sent to Peshawar. 

Upon repair of the flails in January 1992 they 
were sent to Khost province and commenced 
mine clearance operations in areas where demin- 
ing by manpower was not feasible. The two flails 
with assistance of the mine clearance team of the 
project cleared 282242 sqm. road and 90733 
sqm. agricultural land in Gurbuz, Dergi and Tani 
areas of Khost province. During mine clearance 
operations in the aforementioned locations 12 
anti-tank and 162 anti-personnel mine, which had 
blocked routine activities of the inhabitants in the 
area, were discovered and destroved. 



In June 1992 the flails got defected and due to 
lack of necessary parts/tools were shifted to Pe- 
shawar for repair. 

On basis of the designed plan the Flail Project 
was assigned for mine clearance tasks in Jalal 
Abad, capital of Nangahar province. 

As a large number of people previously living in 
Jalal Abad had deserted their homes because of 
the continuinii fii^htiniz with the Soviets and the 
then government forces had laid thousands of dif- 
ferent types of mines in the area the Flail Project 
was therefore stationed in the vicinity of Project 
No. \ and since August 1992 these two projects 
carry out mine clearance operations in the central 
areas and related districts of the pi*ovince. 

As a result of these activities the road between 
Khar Karan village and Khogyani district which 
covers 24510 sqm. area and 527026 sqm. agri- 
cultural land was cleared of mines. Duriniz these 
operations 202 anti-personnel and 2 anti-tank 
mines of TC-6 type were discovered and de- 
stroyed. 

As mentioned earlier, the tlails during operation 
used to become warm rather soon and would 
need ripair. As such recurrent repairs required 
longer time and costs and on the other hand the 
expatriate mechanics would not allow any modifi- 
cations in the defected flails the machines were 
sometimes out of order. Foriunatelv, when in 
1994 the responsiblility for maintenance of the 
flails was shifted to the Afghan mechanics of the 
project the alteration of certian systems of the 
flails under supervision of Engineer Ayub, the 
Project Supervisor, the machines are now func- 
tioning quite efficiently and minor repairs take 
place in a continuing manner. 

ATC HQs therefore oppreciate the valueable per- 
formance of the Flail Project staff and wish them 
further success in fulfilment of their job. 




ACT Mechanical Mine Clearance (Flail) Project 



For further information of our esteemed reader, it 
may not be irrelevant to introduce the flail prior to 
making any mention of achievements of the pro- 
ject. 

Flail is a Britain-made heavy armoured vehicle 
specifically manufactured for the clearance of 
ami- personnel and anti-tank mines of any type. 

Structure of the Flail : 

The flail is made of very resistant steel similar to 
the armoured fighting tanks. It is consisted of 
two parts. The first or front part of which is the 
Rotor and the second or rear part is the cabin and 
engine. The flail has two chains and two tyres 
which move on the chains. 

The Rotor : 

It is a three meter long shaft surrounded by 72 
chains each of which is connected to a piece of 
metal called disc and hammer used to ploug the 
ground and blow up any laid mine/mines. 

The rotor rotates and each full rotation around 
brings a 60-ton pressure on the ground. 

To avoid the hitting of the engine by any frag- 
ment of the exploded mine an armoured shield 
called blast plate is fixed at the rear part of the rot- 
or and in front of the engine. The engine of the 
flail also has an armoured cabin which has room 
for three persons. Beside motion equipments 
fixed inside the cabin an automatic switch is also 
installed for mobiUty of the rotor. The mechanism 
of the switch enables the flail to automatically 
control the rotor in elevated surface as well as 
ditches. 

Workmen of the Flail : 

As stated above, the flail cabin rooms three work- 
men, i.e. a driver and two controllers. The driver 
drives the flail and each one of the two controllers 
control the front/rear part of the flail respectively 



and focus attention to instructions iiiven bv the 
Team Leader. 

In 1990 the abovementioned Britain-made flails 
were purchased by the UN Mine Clearance Pro- 
gram from Britain and as the Demining HQs have 
been stationed in Peshawar-Pakistan these ma- 
chines were first sent to Pakistan and then handed 
over to ATC. 

Based on the reason thai Afghans were not famil- 
iar with the flails the UN Mine Clearance HQs or- 
ganized short-tenn training courses. The follow- 
ing ATC personnel were attendants of the first 
group of the training course : 

Mohammad Homayoon, Abdul Baker, Arab 
Shah, Abdul Aref, Badam Gul, Awal Khan and 
Abdul Saboor. 

When these young Afghan patriots completed the 
course ATC decided to organize a Mechanical 
Mine Clearance Project in one of the provinces of 
Afghanistan. With taking this idea into considera- 
tion our Mujahed Brother Engineer Ayoob was 
appointed as Supervisor of the Flail Project and 
sent to Paktika province. He was made responsi- 
ble for the clearance of mines in rural areas of that 
province. As prior to starting of practical mine 
clearance operations he had to discuss the issue 
with commanders of the area for providing secur- 
ity of the personnel as well as the flails he fortu- 
nately obtained their promise for full support and 
cooperation after discussions on such issues. 

On August 20,1990 the project, consisting of 
seven flail operators, two administrative Afghan 
personnel, four British Technicians and 21 demi- 
ners were sent to Orgoon district, Paktika prov- 
ince. 

On Aug. 29,1990 at a huge gathering, which in- 
cluded a considerable number of Jehadi Com- 
manders, clergy and residents of the area, Kefay- 
atullah Eblagh, ATC Director the project 
commenced mine clearance operations there. 



The Delegation of European Unity 
Observed the Vehicles Provided 



ATC by EU Funds 



On .N$»m ^ Qi>^ cuireut year ihe Chief of Biii^ 
fm^iJ^^mM^^mJ^^^^^^ De^yer and 
Mr. Ui^n^Uyn Bdwaitls, Administrative Head of 
EU Delegation to Pakistan visited ATC Sub- Of- 
fice in Hayat Abad, Peshawar. 

In ATC workshop area at Hayat Abad tiip De|egi|- 
lion, 9C|H0Niipanted by KefayatutiiH Eblgh, ATC 
Director, observed the new vehicles purchased by 
funds provided by EU. A number ot these vehi- 
cles haves recendy arrived to Peshawar. 



the Soimi Ma^wf^icturing Go. in Hallaod 
discussed with tham the purchase of ^ number of 
their vehicles as a result of which a certain num- 
ber of these vehicles were purchased against for 
reasonable prices. 

f ortunately 15 of these vehicles ari"iv^d to Pe- 
shawar in the first week of Nov., of which 8 are 

Station Wagon, 2 Pick-ups, 2 Trucks and 3 
Ambulances equipped with surgical apparatus and 



Mr. Edwards, 
ATC Director, 
Dr. W.Demyer 
and 

ATC Prograipme 
> Meager 
Observing ATC 
New Vehicles 




It is noteworthy that, as previously mentioned in 
ATC Bulletin entided "Gifting Rid of Mines", 
Mr. KcfayatuUah Eblagh, while visiting some Eu- 
ropean countries during hi^ trip to Sweden for 
participating in the International Conference on 
Ordnance Discovery and Disposal had visited fhe 
Luand Rpver Manufai^turing Company in London 



First Aid equipment. 

On arrival of the aforementioned vehicles neces- 
sary steps for registranon and related traffic pro- 
cedures were completed. After their first service 
in Peshawar a number of these vehicles will be 
sent to ATC Site Offices. The remairiing four ve- 
hicles will also arrive before the end of the current year. 
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Parwan province 



i 5 :/ i 



ATC peminii^ projects 3, 4 and 5 continued 
their tnine clearance activities in*relaW ar&M of 
the province and cleared them of different types 
oi mines. 



In Charikar area : 



The demining teams of project No.3 discovered 
and destroyed the following number of mines : 
92 in Jamsheid Kheil, 35 in Deh Qazi, 19 in 
Laghmani, 39 in Khwaja Seyaran. As a result of 
succassful mine clearance operations carrieds out 
in these localities a total 5594 sqm. residential 
area and 30404 sqm. agricultural land were 
cleared of mines. , v 

On the other hand the devoted deminers of Pro- 
ject No.5 carried out successful mine clearance 

operations in the surrounding areas of Charikar 
city and discovered and destroyed 135 anti- 
personnel miiiei iioiig with 56 itmes of UXO in 
Hofyan-e-Sharif, Jungle-Bagh, Totum Dara-i- 
Ulya, Laghmani, Senjed Dara and Dasht-e Hof- 
yan area. As a result of these activities 22057 
sqm. grazing hmd, 15842 sqm. agricultural land 
and 50 sqm. irrigation omial were made ready for 
utihsation. ■ : 



In Jabalus - Saraj district : 

In Pul-e Matak area 5990 sqm. grazing land was 
cleaned of mines. During jiiine clearance opera- 
tions carried out in the area 34 anti-personnel 

mines and 3 items of UXO were discovered and 
destroyed. 



^ -minsfpsm-distrcir:^ — 

* 

Demining Project No. 3,4 and 5 jointly carried 
out mine clearance activities in the areas of Aroki, 
Qala-i Beland, Qaracha, Aka Kheil, Guju^ Kheil, 
> **Soora#Ilhi^Aandl^ll-i Nasrs. ATC deinining 
teams discovered and destroyed 418 anti- 
personnel mines and 45 items of UXO in the 
course of iflearing 42165 sqm. pazing land and 
17047 'S^.iag#iotHtiiril land ih the abovesiad ar- 
eas. ■ ■ ' ' ■ ■■ ' • 



Paktya province 



In Tanai and Mandozai districts : Demining teams 
of Site Offide No. 2 succeeded in clearing 
II8626 sqm. agricultural land and 1213 sqm. 
grazing land in the villages of Moosa Kheil and 
Kamkei Qala. During these mine clearance opera- 
tiq^SyL^UIIUi^ersonnel mines were discovered 
and destroyed. The same demining teams, while 
carrying out mine clearance operations in Sarbani 
area, Mandozai district, also discovered and de- 
stroyed 12 and-personnel mines and 10 items of 
UXO. The teams were able to clear 62245 sqm. 
grazing land in the area. 

In (}ardeiz area : 

In Nov. of the current year the mine clearance 
tealms of Site Office' No. 9 cleared 45972! sqm. 

grazing land and 37779 sqm. agricultural land in 
Saheb Cheena village. During these mine clear- 
ance activities 3 anti-tank and 295 anti«pieF$(^rtiei 

mines were discovered and destroyed. 




62 anti-personnel mines and 3 items of UXO 

ance c^»mtions carried (mt in ISlS^i^, gaz- 
ing lalld stid 149674 sqm. ftgiK^ttunU kmd locat- 



51050 sqm. agricultural land was cleared of 
mines and 36 anti-personnel mines were discov- 
^ed and destroyed. 

Likewise, an ATC Site Office # 1 demining team 
cleared 3823 sqm. irrigation canal in Muqam 
Khan village, Behsood district. During demining 
operations of the abovesaid canal 13 anti- 
personnel mines were discovered and destroyed. 



f 



A Demining Party 
a$ Pir Village, 
Khost Province.' 



' I i i i ir iiiiii ■ 



ed at Newei Kala. 

Similarly, during mine clearance operadons car- 
ried out in Shewaz-e-Altampor village 3 »lli'-ttuyE 
and 79 anti^-f)ersoniiel mines alc:kifl#iiil^i 
of UXO weste discovered IMI iil^l§^ ift Mm- 
suit of whMi 29409 WQfii: jpmeiftf li»d^ wns 
cleared of mines. ^. 




- In Mohammad Agha distrcit : 

In Novc. 19^ Miiic cliearal^ is^^tif Altrii^ 
C^ce # 9 ckaced 3i739 sqm. residential ^rea and 
6239 sqm. grazing land in Sangar Khcil and Ku- 
tubKheil villages of the district. — i 



Nangarhar Province] 
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In Behsood district : 

In Nov. of the current year the Flail Poject started 
mine clearance operations in Perwar village as a 
result of which 6217 sqm. grazing land and 



M<»* over; In samar Khdl area th^ sttme teams 
ci^ettied 96Z $qm. land of mines. Diiring these 
mine^ {€^e$r^ce opier^^ons 18 anti-per^nel 
minef)Wei» discovered fwid destroyed. 

In Rodat distrlet : 

In Surkh DeiWar area 24970 sqm. grazing land 
Wjte el^aitd trf^t^s by ATC<*etrtinihg teams of 
Project' N6. I. Durittg d^ining activities in the 
area 'M' anti-personnel mines were also discov- 
ered and destroyed. 

m €lliiiriMiar district : 

Dttting mine clearance operation in Ghulam Daag 
area 13463 sqm. agricultural land and 15819 
sqm. grazing land was cleared of mines. The 
number of anti-tank and anti-personnel mines 
along with UXO, items discovered and destroyed 
in the course of these demining operations was 
9,1 and 11 respectively. 
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In Nov. 1994 ATC mine clearance teams suc- 
cessfully cleared 1,220,531 sqm. grazing/ 
agricultural land and residential ar^as as well as 
irrigation canals in different provinces of 
Afghanistan. During these operations a total 34 
anti-tafli^ and 1940 anti- personnel mines along 
with 4841 itenisof lifecpl^^ ordnance (UX^ 
were discovered and destroyed. ^ 



Kabul Provli^y 



In Char Asayab, Saroobi and Khak-e Jabbar dis- 
tricts of Kabul province a total 243 anti-personnel 
and 10 anti-tank mines as well as 2699 different 
types of unexploded ordnance were discovered 
and destroyed by ATC demining teams as a result 
of which 237805 sqm. agricultural land, 193378 
sqm. grazing land, 43420 sqm. residential area as 
well as 1 1166 sqm. canal were cleared of mines. 

In Gogamunda village, Saroobi district, ATC Site 
Office # 7 discovered and destroyed 229 anti- 
•personnel mines and 30 items of UXO. As a re- 
sult of these operations 28796 sqm. agricultural 
land and 107674 sqm. grazing land was cleared 
of mines. Also in Sarcjieena village of th^, district 
22693 sqm. grazing land was cleared of mines. 
During mine clearance operations in this village 2 
items of unexploded ordnance were discovered 
and destroyed. 

In Nov. 1994 during mine cleiarance operations 
carried^ ouV. by ATC demining teams of Site Office 
# 8 in the viJil^gfs.pf^ Abdul Raoof, located in 
Char Asyab disirict, 20696 sqm. agricultural land 
and 43420 sqm. residential area have been 
cleared of mines. It is noteworthy that in a<^ion 
to different types of mines laid in the area 2479 



items of unexploded ordnance were also discov 
ered and destroyed as a result of which the people 
of the area have t^n provided safe access to their 
farms. i 

Likwise, in Shahd Khana village of the district 2 
anti-personneffRines and 21 items of unexploded 
ordn^ce were discovered and destroyed by one 
of ATC demining teams. This deadly ammunition 
was placed in a 166 sqm. canal which had cut 
the flow of water for a long time. 

.V » 

In l^li^-e-Jatibar district : 

In Mulla Omar village of the district 1 1 330 sqm. 
grazing land and 22695 sqm. agricultural land 
was clewed of 4nines. 

Also in Zendan village of the district 791 10 sqm. 
agricultural land, in Chenari village 35700 sqm. 
grazing land and in Khord Kabul village 68272 
sqm. grazing land and in Ainak village 26608 
sqm. grazing land was cleared of mines by ATC 
demining teams of Site Office No. 10. 

It is noteworthy that in the course of mine clear- 
ance operations carried out in Khak-e-Jabbar dis- 
trict 207 anti-personnei mines and 71 items of 
UXO were discovered and destroyed. 



^apissa province' 

In Kphistan distdct : 

During mine clearance operations carried out irt ^ 
Nov. 1994 one demining team of ATC Site Of- 
fice # 4 cleared 234 sqm. residential area in Qazi 
Kheil and Chashma-i MaazuUah area. 
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